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(Use this section to briefly explain the item—2-3 sentences) 
 
 

 
 
 

I. BACKGROUND  
 
The Board of Education received several complaints from community members regarding the 
name Quakers being used as the name for the Franklin High School mascot and school 
identification.   The Board determined that the name “Quakers” as used by Franklin High School 
violates Policy 2.20.010-P, II(1)(b)(iii) because Quakers is the name of a religious group. 

  
The Complainants sought a change to the name of the Franklin High School nickname, 
“Quakers,” asserting that the name “Quakers” is the name of an organized religion and, as such, 
is inappropriate, offensive, and unconstitutional.  In response to the Complaint, the 
Superintendent submitted to the Board a request for review of PPS’s “Naming School District 
Property” Policy 2.20.010-P. 

 
The Board of Education conducted a comprehensive review of the “Naming School District 
Property” Policy 2.20.010-P, and made numerous changes to the policy including revised criteria 
for the naming of school district property, including schools, mascots, symbols and other images 
considered for representation of a school or district. 

 
The Board of Education had a first and second reading on the revised policy, a public comment 
period, and the Policy was formally adopted by the Board. The revised Policy says that names 
shall not be a person, location or character whose primary identification is of a religious nature or 
be a name of a religious group or members. When considering renaming, the renaming shall take 
into account the District’s focus on eliminating systemic discrimination.  

 
Following this change to District Policy, the Board directed district staff to commence a public 
committee review process to determine a new mascot/identification for Franklin High School.    
      
 

II. RELATED POLICIES/BEST PRACTICES  
 
Because the name Quaker is directly related to a religious organization, this issue prompted a 
review and update to the District’s Naming Policy 2.20.010-P Naming School District Property.  

 
(b) Names submitted for consideration shall not:  

(i) conflict with the names of other schools or programs in the School District or 
surrounding School Districts.  

(ii) reflect the names of specific cities with the exception of “Portland”.  
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(iii) be a person, location or character whose primary identification is of a 
religious nature or be a name of a religious group or members  

 
District staff applied the Racial Equity and Social Justice Lens during the committee meetings and 



Renaissance Man’ and he played a pivotal role in forging a united American identity during the 
American Revolution. The committee’s agreed upon and forwarded final name for Franklin’s 
mascot is: 
 
Lightning 
 


